
* Includes converting analog images to digital 
(i.e., pick up working film or tearsheet and rescreen)

II.  COMPOSITION/TEXT

(optional)

Electronic or 
Paper Dummy

OK to Start Live Production

Pour Quark galleys 
(aka pages w/o art) that 

show master design 
devices, electronic stripping,

library items, tints, color
breaks, trapping

Color or b/w laser proof

Create film 
positive page grid

(verso & recto)

Create color
palette

Create text style
sheets 

& paging 
templates (grids)

Create art samples
& style guide

Create page
geometry (master

design devices 
with trapping)

Pour text &
graphics into

master templates

Output color laser 
for design 
approval

Publisher checks 
& corrects specs

Correct & output
single-page 
sample film;

register & make
Matchprint

Publisher orders
printed samples

from film 
(optional) 

Prepare 
schedule 

Proofread galleys; 
mark art & 

table placement

Author/editor
reviews galleys

Insert
changes to

galleys

Finalize paging: import 
final art, latest version 

low-res (OPI), and adjust space
around elements 

for good page makeup

Laser proofs of pages & 
loose contract 

proofs of photos 

Author/editor reviews pages 

Designer reviews color 
laser proofs 

Electronic manuscript: 
insert Style Sheets, XPress 
tags, Gentags, X-tags, or 
SGML codes & copyedits

IV. PREPRESS

Total Electronic Production Path
I.  SAMPLES (aka Project Setup)

Revise 
pages

Route file to dummier

B/W laser proof

Render electronic, technical & illustrative 
art from spec’d art manuscript

Color & b/w
composite &

separated laser
proofs

Send art to
author/editor 

for review
Correct art Send final art 

for approval 

III.  ART/PHOTOS

Send disk with low-res 
image or “throw-away” FPO

to dummier

Laser proof

QC “Soft Proof”
and correct  
color online

Output loose color proof: 
Iris digital contract color 

proof or film w/Matchprint
color proof for rescreens 

and critical color

Author/editor/designer
review loose color proofs 

under 5000K light

Latest version 
high-res (swap)

Scan transparencies and reflective art;*
crop & size per spec’d paper FPO

Silhouette, image manipulation, etc.

Create high- & low-res OPI files

10/99Copyright © 1999 The GTS Companies, Inc. All rights reserved. • 5650 Jillson Street, Los Angeles, California 90040
323 888-8889 • fax 323 888-1849 • email sales@gtsgraphics.com • http://www.gtscompanies.com

T T T The GTS Companies he GTS Companieshe GTS Companieshe GTS Companies



10/99  2

Re
vis

ion
s/

Re
pr

in
ts 

of
 si

ng
le 

pa
ge

Re
vis

ion
s/

Re
pr

in
ts 

of
  

FL
AT

 

TEXT
• Conversion to 

wp file format
• with codes
• without codes

• Application files

To supplied media or CD

IMAGES
• Illustrator/Freehand
• High-res/low-res files
• Convert for repurposing and

publisher use (file formats: 
a variety of options)

Download partial files for publisher use during production

Download all files at end of project

Digitally impose

Publisher does final 
review

Make Ekta color proof of flats
and booked Dylux of forms

Make PostScript files

RIP files/swap out low-res for high-res files (OPI)

Output film;
transfer punch (optional)

Ship final film

Printer burns plate

Printer stores film 
for reprints

“Preflight” 
application files

Send sample flats 
to printer

Resolve OPI (swap low-res/high-res)
Convert (as needed) supplied images and word 

processing files (with or without codes) 

Publisher supplies media (disk) with directories 
and hard copy (inventory disks)

Relink low-res files in application files

Agree on file naming

Make PDF files (interpret PostScript)

Store PDF files

Make single-page digital proofs of PDF files

Publisher reviews proofs

Download and send PDF files to printer

Printer imposes PDF files

Printer rasterizes imposed PDF files

Printer makes digital proofs 
of imposed flats for publisher review 

BEFORE plating and printing

“Preflight” application files

Provide coordination, organization & tracking systems

V. DATABASE MANAGEMENT 
(of Application Files)

IV. PREPRESS

UPLOAD
Film PDF Workflow: Computer to Plate

DOWNLOAD

ARCHIVE
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